
 

 

Pulaski County Election Commission 

Meeting Minutes  

March 3, 2020 

8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Members Present:       Evelyn D. Gomez 

         Joshua A. Price 

         Kristi McKinnon-Stahr 

     

Staff Present:       Bryan Poe 

         Betty Green  

         Amanda Dickens 

             

Visitors Present: KATV; Joy C. Springer, Candidate for House District 34; Lenn 

Almadin-Thornhill; Bill Vickery 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair Gomez. A quorum was present, 

with all commissioners in attendance. 

The pledge of allegiance was led by Joy C. Springer.  

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  

Commissioner Price moved to accept the minutes as written; seconded by 

Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr. Motion passed by voice vote.  

Director Poe requested a recess for administrative assistant and himself to be able to assist 

with the duties in the office. Meeting recessed at 8:04 p.m. 

Meeting resumed at 8:20 p.m. in order to provide an update for the visitors.   

Meeting recessed at 8:21 p.m. 

Meeting resumed at 9:00 p.m. Director Poe explained the process for counting early voting 

numbers. Jacksonville Community Center had a machine that broke during early voting which 

resulted in two tapes for one location. An additional tape was added into the count for this 

precinct. Once the error was corrected the early vote results were posted.  

Business 



Canvass Absentee Ballots for the March 3, 2020 House District 34 Special General 

Election 

There are 14 absentee ballots; five of the ballots are provisional ballots due to I.D., 

but the optional verification of identification was signed so they will be counted. 

Three of the ballots will not be counted because I.D. was not provided, and the 

optional verification of identification was not signed. Five absentee ballots will not be 

counted due to the ballot not being submitted or missing voter statement. One ballot 

was presented to the commissioners for review due to an incomplete address. A.C.A. 

§ 7-5-416(F)(ii) states “If the county board of election commissioners determines that 

the application and the voter’s statement do not compare as to name, address, date 

of birth, and signature, the absentee ballot shall not be counted”. The commissioners 

determined that the ballot in question for their review was an incomplete form due to 

missing parts of the address. Director Poe told them no motion was needed at this 

time because they are not taking any action. 

 

Canvass Absentee Ballots for the March 3, 2020 Preferential Primary/Nonpartisan 

General Election 

There are 93 absentee ballots that will be counted, the voters I.D. was not provided 

however the optional verification of identification was signed. The commissioners 

reviewed the ballots. Director Poe will request the opinion of the State Board of 

Election Commissioners regarding three of these ballots.  

 

There are six provisional absentee ballots for designated bearer. A.C.A. § 7-5-403 was 

cited as a point of reference regarding designated bearer. There are 102 absentee 

ballots that will not be counted due to various reasons. There are 47 absentee ballots 

that will be counted because the voters I.D. was not provided, and the optional 

verification of identification was not signed. There are six ballots for the 

commissioners to review and make the decision regarding. The commissioners 

reviewed all the ballots. The commissioners also discussed ideas for revising the 

absentee application, irregular absentee form and voter statements for the absentee 

ballot process.  

 

Meeting recessed at 11:05 p.m. to wait for final numbers. 

 

Meeting resumed at 11:14 p.m. 

 

Certification of Unofficial Election Results for the March 3, 2020 House District 34 

Special General Election 

The unofficial election results for the March 3, 2020 House District 34 Special General 

Election are: 



 Roderick Greer Talley 718 votes  22.17% 

 Joy C. Springer  2,520 votes  77.83% 

 

Commissioner Price moved to certify the unofficial election results for the March 3, 

2020 House District 34 Special General Election; seconded by Commissioner McKinnon-

Stahr. Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Certification of Unofficial Election Results for the March 3, 2020 Preferential 

Primary/Nonpartisan General Election 

The commissioners took turns reading the unofficial election results for the 

Preferential Primary/Nonpartisan General Election (results attached). Commissioner 

Price moved to certify the unofficial election results for March 3, 2020 Preferential 

Primary/Nonpartisan General Election; seconded by Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr. 

Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Other Business 

Recount Inquiry 

Mr. Bill Vickery inquired about the possibility of a recount of the ballots for the race 

between Councilman R.J. Hawk and Keith Brooks for State Representative District 31. 

The commissioners provided him with the answers as well as notified him that the 

total does not include the provisional ballots and the Uniformed Overseas Citizens 

Absentee Act ballots.  

 

Election Day Events or Incidents 

Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr shared that a voter would like to file a complaint 

against a poll worker at the Roosevelt Thompson Library. The poll worker was 

reported to be yelling at the voters.  

 

Chair Gomez shared an email that she received regarding a voter who was not offered 

a Republican ballot when he went to vote at Woodlawn Baptist Church.  

 

Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr shared an experience at Jess Odom Community Center 

where a voter was told that he didn’t have to vote for the nonpartisan candidates if 

he didn’t want to. She did say that the Chief Judge at the location was very nice. 

 

Chair Gomez shared that a voter was given the incorrect ballot at Temple B’nai Israel. 

Also, a voter for the House District 40 requested a GOP ballot, the voter was given a 

nonpartisan ballot because the poll worker didn’t know that GOP meant Republican. 

The commissioners requested Director Poe to compile a list of common questions and 

answers that will assist the poll workers in answering questions on election day. 



Due to the number of inquiries from Mrs. Springer regarding House District 34 Special 

General Election, Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr suggested that in the future the 

election commission should invest in advertising on social media to push out the 

information regarding elections. Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr suggested the 

possibility of having training for candidates that plan to run for office. The 

commissioners also suggested the possibility to updating the website in order to make 

the site more user friendly and intuitive.  

 

Changes to the Parliamentary Procedures and By-laws for Election Commission 

Meetings 

Commissioner McKinnon-Stahr for Director Poe to provide a template using Roberts 

Rules to restructure the meetings utilizing decorum; seconded by Commissioner Price. 

Motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Update on Russ Racop 

Director Poe shared that Mr. Racop had submitted a Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) request for personnel files of the employees. This information was provided by 

Mary Ann Zakrzewski. Prior to sending out the employee records Mrs. Zakrzewski did 

notify the employees about the FOIA request Chair Gomez stated for the record that 

Mrs. Zakrzewski is a wonderful and very professional person to work with. 

 

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings 

March 9, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for the preliminary provisional ballot review for the March 

3, 2020 Preferential Primary and the House District 34 Special General Elections. 

 

March 13, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for provisional ballot hearing and certification of election 

results for the March 3, 2020 Preferential Primary and the House District 34 Special 

General Elections.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:58 p.m.   


